
WHAT THEY ARE SAYING ABOUT CHAIRMAN PAI’S ORDER ON 
L-BAND SPECTRUM

Plan Will Facilitate 5G and Internet of Things While Protecting Adjacent Users
  -- 

Attorney General Bill Barr:  “I applaud FCC Chairman Pai’s proposal to make available L-
band spectrum, to be used together with C-band spectrum, for deployment of advanced 
wireless services, including 5G.  As I said in my speech at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, swift FCC action on spectrum is imperative to allow for the deployment 
of 5G.  This is essential if we are to keep our economic and technological leadership and avoid 
forfeiting it to Communist China.”  (Statement, 4/16/2020)

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo:  “I commend Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
Chairman Pai’s draft order that would release the L-Band spectrum.  Quick action on this 
order, in conjunction with the allocation of a portion of the C-Band for 5G, is vital to our 
national security and will help ensure that the United States is the global leader in advanced 
technologies such as AI, the Internet of Things, edge computing, and the next generation of 
telemedicine.  Accelerating the deployment of 5G is essential to our country’s growth, and 
global economic security.”  (Statement, 4/16/2020)

Sen. Ron Johnson (WI):  “In a time when connectivity is and will continue to be more 
important than ever, it’s great to see @AjitPaiFCC move forward with freeing up critical 
spectrum resources for #5G.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

Sen. Mark Warner (VA):  “As the U.S. works to lead the world in 5G innovation and 
promote wider high-speed internet coverage, it’s all the more important to put our valuable 
mid-band spectrum to use.  I urge the @FCC to follow the Chairman’s lead and approve 
Virginia-based @LigadoInsights’s application.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

Rep. Billy Long (MO):  “I applaud @AjitPaiFCC and the @FCC for taking action to unlock 
vital L-Band spectrum that has been held hostage by bureaucratic slow-walking for far too 
long. Jobs and 5G is a win-win for the country.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

Rep. Doris Matsui (CA):  “I called on the @FCC to move forward with new, innovative uses 
of L Band spectrum to advance 5G.  Glad to see the Commission take action on this front today 
to encourage efficient use of our spectrum.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

Former Rep. Bob Barr (GA):  “Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai’s 
decision to circulate a draft FCC Order would at long last move forward the process of opening 
up a segment of mid-band satellite spectrum for commercial use in 5G technology deserves 
praise. … If adopted by the five-member Commission headed by Pai, the draft Order would 
tangibly signal to the country and the world that the United States is committed to seize the 
leadership in deployment of 5G technology, a role China openly covets.”  (Statement, 4/16/2020)
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American Action Forum:  “More good news from the FCC!  5G is incredibly important and 
this is yet another example of actions that will enable innovation in 5G and support the 
growing number of connected devices.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

American Enterprise Institute Visiting Scholar Mark Jamison:  "@FCC approval of 
Ligado petition should accelerate 5G, bring diversity to marketplace, and increase efficient 
spectrum use. ... Good leadership and bipartisan effort!"  (Tweet, 4/20/20)

American Enterprise Institute Visiting Scholar Roslyn Layton:  “Kudos @AjitPaiFCC for 
unlocking more vital mid-band spectrum for #5G.  Record of 10 years shows 
@LigadoNetworks took many steps with agencies and firms to address potential issues with 
GPS.  We must move quickly on 5G!”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

Citizens Against Government Waste:  “The FCC has the engineering expertise to determine 
the best use of this spectrum and whether alternative uses would cause undue interference.  The 
adoption of the Chairman’s draft order will promote 5G and IoT development, while providing 
the necessary safeguards for services using adjacent bands, including GPS positioning. … The 
L-band would not be used at all for the foreseeable future unless the FCC takes action.  Freeing 
up the spectrum requested by Ligado will not only expand the use of 5G, it will also help to 
prevent other countries, particularly China, from getting ahead of the U.S. in 5G deployment.”  
(Blog, 4/17/2020)

Competitive Carriers Association:  “[We] commend Chairman Pai for circulating a draft 
order to approve Ligado’s applications, which will make much-needed mid-band spectrum, 
specifically L-band spectrum, available for terrestrial use.  This long-awaited, positive progress 
comes at a critical time for all Americans, particularly those in rural areas, who are relying on 
mobile connections and services more than ever before.  Mid-band spectrum provides real 
opportunities for deploying next-generation technologies, and competitive carriers are eager to 
access this valuable resource to expand and enhance their networks.”  (Statement, 4/16/20)

Competitive Enterprise Institute:  “Access to spectrum is crucial for our modern economy, 
connecting everything from radios, to cellphones, to satellites.  But for too long, turf-wars 
between federal regulatory agencies have left spectrum bands largely unavailable for valuable 
commercial applications.  Today’s FCC decision wrests spectrum away from bureaucratic 
waste and delivers it into the hands of people who will aide our economic recovery and 
resiliency in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic.”  (Statement, 4/16/2020)

CTIA—The Wireless Association:  “We’re pleased to see that the FCC has managed to cut 
through the red tape to make a decision on Ligado.  This multi-year process reveals the 
challenges at play in our nation’s spectrum policy and the need for stronger support for new 
commercial wireless services.  We need to all learn lessons from this process and ensure that 
decisions on key spectrum bands like lower 3 GHz occur in a more expedited and collaborative 
manner.”  (Statement, 4/16/2020)

FreedomWorks:  “Freeing up broadband spectrum will make America a global technological 
leader and will lead to innovations and developments that will improve quality of life across 
the country.  Chairman Pai and the FCC should be applauded for their work resolving these 
matters[.]”  (Blog, 4/15/2020)

Free State Foundation:  “Chairman @AjitPaiFCC has made a commendable decision to act 
on @LigadoNetworks’ proposal to put L-band spectrum into use for next-gen wireless 
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services.  This move takes seriously the @FCC’s responsibility and the urgent need for more 
commercial spectrum.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

Georgetown Law Institute for Technology Law & Policy Distinguished Fellow Gigi Sohn:  
“This decision was a long time coming, but it’s the right one. … Kudos to @AjitPaiFCC for 
having the fortitude to move this forward.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

Information Technology & Innovation Foundation:  “Great to see @FCC taking steps to 
finally approve @LigadoNetworks waiver for terrestrial use of their spectrum.  This will be a 
boon to industrial IoT connectivity, bringing more productivity, safety, and resiliency for users 
of the network.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

International Center for Law & Economics:  “Promoting deployment of 5G & next-gen IoT 
devices means finding new ways for incumbents to responsibly operate in ever-closer 
proximity.  The @FCC’s Ligado order does that. Credit to @AjitPaiFCC for finding a way fwd 
that promotes innovation while limiting the risk of interference.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

Lincoln Network:  “Access to spectrum is an essential feature in any working 5G plan. 
Frankly, one key barrier in opening up this vital resource is government’s stronghold on 
‘beachfront’ spectrum whether they own it or not. … This proceeding has been in regulatory 
limbo for several years due in large part to government stakeholders’ speculative interference 
claims regarding GPS-applications. … The FCC’s draft order in this proceeding provides 
enough protection for incumbents in adjacent bands, adds more competition into the 5G-IoT 
space, and allows consumers to have more access to broadband. Everybody wins.”  (Blog, 
4/16/2020)

Mercatus Center Senior Fellow Brent Skorup:  “Too often new tech is stalled by FCC 
regulation and incumbents. Chairman Pai pledged to breathe new life into Sec. 7. It’s great to 
see Chairman Pai and the FCC act on that pledge, liberalize spectrum, and expedite the 
deployment of new wireless services.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

National Security Institute:  “Big move by @FCC Chairman @AjitPaiFCC today to support 
US 5G availability.  This is a key nat sec issue w/ threat posed by China + econ benefits of 
broad 5G deployment in US.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

New America Foundation’s Open Technology Institute:  “Kudos to @AjitPaiFCC @FCC 
for again standing up to Fed agencies trying to hoard spectrum they are not using – or, in this 
case, which is licensed to @LigadoNetworks!  A big plus for #5G wireless ecosystem if it’s 
built out.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

R Street Institute:  “If you can change your business model to be more productive and 
profitable, without hurting anyone else, then regulations shouldn’t stand in your way.  Well 
done, @FCC!”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

Progressive Policy Institute:  “We applaud the FCC’s ongoing efforts to accelerate the 
deployment of 5G.  Repurposing this commercial spectrum for a mobile broadband network is 
another step in the right direction.”  (Tweet, 4/16/2020)

Public Knowledge:  “The Chairman’s proposed Order reveals how the FCC has worked to 
both protect incumbent GPS users while allowing for pro-competitive commercial licensing of 
spectrum. … Congress has entrusted the FCC to strike the proper balance between the needs of 
incumbents and the potential benefits to new entrants or new users, and here, the FCC gets it 
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right.  In approving Ligado’s license, the FCC has taken an important step forward in its role as 
the sole arbiter of spectrum disputes and, in this instance, has correctly sided on behalf of the 
public interest to help deliver the potential of 5G to more Americans.”  (Statement, 4/16/2020)

Taxpayers Protection Alliance:  “Since 2017, the FCC has taken important steps to reduce 
hurdles to internet access and paved the way for 5G networks across America which will close 
the digital divide and protect taxpayers. ... Freeing up the L-Band for 5G use is the next, critical 
step in this process.  The FCC deserves praise for making this sliver of spectrum available for 
next-generation services and weighing all the evidence.  We thank the FCC for their principled 
leadership in keeping the country connected and ensuring a bright digital future."  (Statement, 
4/16/2020)

Technology Policy Institute:  “Allowing the Ligado spectrum to lie fallow would represent a 
waste of valuable resources that could provide substantial benefits for consumers in the form of 
new Internet of Things and other uses. … Failure to approve the Ligado license modifications 
would have the opposite effect, transferring a large block of spectrum from the commercial 
sector back to the government.  The Commission’s action today will avoid that outcome.”  
(Statement, 4/16/2020)

Wireless Infrastructure Association:  “WIA applauds Chairman Pai for circulating a draft 
order to approve Ligado’s plans to deploy a nationwide network that would primarily support 
5G and IoT services.  After years of diligence, study, and discussion, today’s action is further 
evidence that the FCC bases its decisions on science and engineering. Freeing up more 
spectrum, especially mid-band spectrum, is vital to 5G deployment.  Ligado’s proposal offers 
an enormous opportunity for infrastructure investment, deployment, and connectivity for 
Americans across the country right when we need it most.”  (Statement, 4/16/2020)

###

Office of Chairman Pai: (202) 418-1000 / Twitter: @AjitPaiFCC / www.fcc.gov/leadership/ajit-pai 

This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order constitutes official 
action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).
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